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IMPORTANT DATES 

2019 

 

Wednesday 27th February   -  

Friday 1st March Inc. 

 5/6 City Camp 

Monday 11th March 

 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 15th March 

 National Day Against 

 Bullying 

Thursday 21st & Friday  22nd 

March  

 House Sports 

Monday 25th to Friday 5th April 

 Swimming 

Friday 29th March 

 District Athletics 

Friday 5th April 

 Last Day of Term 1 

Tuesday 23rd April 

 First Day of Term 2 

Thursday 25th April 

 ANZAC Day 

 

  

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
It is absolutely fantastic to see so many mums, dads and family members 
attending Friday afternoon assemblies this year. Our whole school 
assemblies, run superbly by our school captains Jess, Lily and Aylshah, have 
a clear focus on celebrating student achievement and communicating the 
exciting things that are happening at school, as well as within the school 
community. Our strong sense of pride and community at assemblies continues 
to shine through. 
 
OUR FAMILY FUN DAY (This Sunday 10am to 4pm) 
I hope as many of our families as possible can come to this Sundayôs family 
fun day at the school. Our parents and friends association is putting on the 
day in the hope to make much needed funds for our school. The other goal for 
the event is simply for the community to come together and have some fun. 
There will be musical entertainment, market stall holders, lots of food stalls, 
face painting, jumping castle, animal farm and even donkey rides!  
 
Come along and have some fun but donôt forget the sunscreen as it is 
predicted to be a hot & sunny day.  
 
NEW SCHOOL BOUNDARIES 
Last week in the media it was announced that the current state government 
will make the boundaries of school zones clearer. In the future a school like 
ours, that is doing well and has become a school of choice for parents, will 
have to be more careful accepting students from outside its local school 
zones. This is because the government has a cap on schools getting new 
buildings if their enrolments are more than 50% outside its local zone. The 
school however, can still accept enrolments if they feel they have the room to 
accommodate the student. I donôt believe this will be an issue for our school in 
the short term but it is certainly something we will need to monitor.   
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
I would like to thank all the parents that voted in our school council elections. I 
would also like to thank all the parents that put up their hands to be involved in 
this yearôs council as it is going to be a very exciting year for the school. Iôm 
very pleased to announce our School Council members for 2019. The 
composition of School Council for this year is:  
 
DET Council Members:  
Mary Menta 
Libby Bemrose 
Flick Curnow 
Penelope Harris  
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Executive Officer:  
Oliver Thockloth 
 
Parent Council Members:  
Laura Marchione  
Andrew Van Der Vlugt 
Adel Ormsby 
Kellie Scott  
Rebecca Roda 
Tanja Wotherspoon 
Kylie Davey 
Alex Syme 
Kim Jordan 
Trudy Bond 
 
Congratulations to all of our 2019 school council members. We wish you 
all the very best as you embark on making such a vital and generous 
contribution to Woori Yallock Primary School. I would also like to thank 
retiring members Sira Spenceley, Sharon Cotton and Paul Dare. Your 
years of dedicated service to Woori Yallock Primary School are very 
much acknowledged and appreciated. 
 
OUR NEW PREPS 
Every day I spend time in each classroom in the school. It is an absolute 
joy for me to see how orderly the learning environment is across the 
school but particularly in Prep when it can be a challenge for teachers at 
this time of the year. I can already see the wonderful teaching our Prep 
teams are doing as the Preps soak up all the learning that is going on, I 
took a few photos last week when I was doing my walk throughs of the 
school. 
 

 
 

HEAD LICE  
Head lice is a problem for every school and can be a huge issue for 
parents trying to get rid of them or prevent their children from getting 
them. It only takes one person to have lice for others to then get infected. 
To help parents combat head lice we screen students a few times a year 
and offer ongoing assistance to parents through Andre and Veronica, if 
you need help and advice in trying to get rid of these horrible pests please 
talk to them. Even though these discussions do make their heads itch! 
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Last weekôs screening was one of our best for this time of the year, the 
following are last weekôs statistics: after checking every grade we had 7 
students with live lice which is 2% of our school population and 12 students 
with eggs which is 3.75% of our student population. We have had a much 
bigger percentages in the past.  
 
PENELOPE HARRIS 
At assembly on Friday I announced that Penelope Harris has been asked to be 
the Acting Principal of Warburton P.S. for the rest of this term. It is certainly an 
honour for Penelope and this will be her third short term acting principal role 
and I wish her well. Although it is true that the principalôs role is complex, I love 
my job and love coming to Woori every day. I hope Penelope has the same 
experience over the next six weeks leading the Warburton school community. 
Well done Mrs Harris!  This will affect some of Penelopeôs current 
responsibilities at our school. We will be replacing her for the day that she 
works in 1/2C and for the day she works supporting teacher release time. 
However, we will not be able to replace all her work with the extension groups/
intervention groups she has been teaching. Flick and I will do our best to cover 
some of these groups, but it simply is not possible to replace this work with an 
emergency teacher.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance patterns are established early ï a child regularly missing days in 
kinder or in the early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the 
later years, and receive lower test scores than their class-mates. Itôs vital that 
students go to school every day ï even in the early years of primary school.  
 
¶ If for any reason your child must miss school, please speak with your childôs 
classroom teacher and find out what work they need to do to keep up. 

¶ Remember, EVERY DAY COUNTS. If your child must miss school, please 
send a note of explanation or contact the school via the Compass App. 

¶ Sickness ï There are always times when students need to miss school, 
such as when theyôre ill. Itôs vital that theyôre only away on the days they are 
genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising 
regularly can make a big difference. 

¶ óDay offô ï Please think twice before letting your child have a óday offô as 
they could fall behind their classmates ï EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

 
Itôs also important to remember that learning time begins at 9:00am Monday 
through to Friday. In classrooms this is a time when important information is 
provided to students that assist them with understanding the planned activities 
for the day ahead. Students who arrive after 9:00am can miss out on important 
learning, and research shows that repeated lateness can have a seriously 
negative impact on progress. Please ensure that your child arrives at school 
with plenty of time to make their way to the classroom and be ready to 
commence learning at 9:00am 
 
And remember when life gets a little difficult escape to the wonderful world of a 
book! 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 
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Did you know that we are presently experiencing higher rates of stress 

than ever before? Statistics tell us that 35% of Australians are 

suffering significant distress in their lives. And in most cases, stress is 

often the immediate precursor to anxiety and depression. 

 

In general, we tend to focus on the impact that stress has in our lives 

(depression, anxiety, absenteeism) rather than trying to address the 

causes of stress itself (financial worries, family problems, work issues, 

insomnia and health issues). If we are able to identify some of these 

causes and work towards some resolution or change, then it is fair to 

expect that the level of stress we may be experiencing may decrease 

and become more manageable. I think it is fair to say that we can 

never eliminate all stress from our lives, but where it is within our 

power to address some of the causes, then we can hope to lessen it. 

There have been some recent discoveries showing direct correlations 

between poor nutrition/gut health on our mental health and wellbeing. 

Also if we saturate our minds with alarming stories and disturbing 

visual images,  this has been found to highten your levels of stress. 

 

May I encourage you to develop your own stress management plan 

and make sure you carry it out regularly. If we embed this in our daily 

life, it will make a significant difference to the levels of stress in our 

lives. Some things that you can try include making sure you have 

timely breaks, take deep regular breaths, clear your weekend for some 

quiet time or family time, develop healthier eating habits, get into the 

great outdoors and enjoy a leisurely walk amongst nature and take 

steps to get a better nights sleep. 

 

Letôs all plan to keep the stress levels down in our lives, where we can, 

so that we can live happy and healthier lives, not only for us but also 

for our children. Life is too short to live any other way. 

 

Blessings Σ   

 

Veronica 
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