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SCHOOL DISCO 
Our school disco went really well last Friday and I would like to thank our 
parents and friends association for running the evening for our children. A 
special thank you to Pete Bronstring for devoting his time and his extensive 
equipment to be our DJ. And special thanks to Kellie Scott and Jade Goodwin. 
Funds raised will be going towards the purchase of a defibrillator for the 
school. We are on track to have enough money to buy the defibrillator by mid-
2019.  
 
BUDDY BENCHES 
When we had seats around our friendship tree there were always some 
students that would sit and wait for someone to come and play with them. 
Unfortunately those seats became weathered and dangerous so we had to 
take them away.   I talked to Jen Sadler about the problem earlier this year 
and she spoke to her husband Darren. Darren worked for countless hours 
after he finished work to design and make our new Buddy Benches. They look 
fantastic and we canôt thank Darren enough for his kind donation to our 
school!  
 
2018 
With only two weeks of the year left I have been reflecting on a very 
successful 2018 and I thought I would list a few of the highlights for me. 
 
¶ Highest overall results in NAPLAN in the schoolôs history. 
¶ Winning the Yarra Valley inter-school public speaking competition for the 
fifth year in a row. 

¶ Having 16 different schoolôs visit us from as far away as Cobram to come 
and watch and learn from our teachers . 

¶ Running our first ever Woori Archi Art Competition. 
¶ Another successful whole school production (although we do need new 
microphones). 

¶ Being successful in gaining grants for new asphalt, paths, drainage and an 
undercover walkway (well done to our school council). 

¶ The grade 1/2 dreamtime stories evening. 
¶ The standard of our Spelling Competition. 
¶ Having our Blitzmaster hall of fame wall so full we ran out of space. 
¶ Penelope Harris being excepted into the DET flagship pre-principal 
program. 

¶ Flick gaining a scholarship to do her masterôs degree in school leadership 
¶ Finally getting approval for 40km flashing signs for 2019. 
¶ Being successful in lobbying the government to get a new building for 2019 
(well done to our school council president, Kylie Davey). 
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Next year our overall enrolment numbers will be the highest for the 
school in over thirty years. This demonstrates that parents are 
voting with their feet. Many people have said to me we are the 
school of choice in the Yarra Valley.  
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
On the 13

th
 of December we are holding our annual Christmas Carols 

event. This year we will be running our carols on the hill in front of our 
prep rooms so that parents can have a better vantage point to view the 
children. Iôm sure the weather is going to be wonderful and Iôm sure it will 
be a fantastic community event like every year.  It would be great if 
families can come early at 4pm to see our grade 5/6 Christmas market 
which has become an annual event, and a special visitor will be coming 
in a fire truck at the end of the evening.  
 
Money raised from the market will go towards the grade 6 jackets 
for next year and this yearôs graduation dinner. 
 
OUR CHRISTMAS WISH TREE 
Our Christmas wish tree idea made the local paper, which was great 
advertising for what is a really good thing for our community to lend a 
helping hand in. Thank you to all the parents that have donated to this 
wonderful cause and thank you to Michelle Teklenburg and Veronica for 
setting it up. Presents will be collect on the 18th December. 
 
STAFFING FOR 2019 
I am now able to confirm teachers and grades for 2019. We welcome a 
number of new teachers to our school as we are growing by two grades 
and we have Rachel Ward going on maternity leave in 2019.  
 
Prep A ï  Melissa Grieg 
Prep B ï Libby Bemrose 
Prep C ï  Amy Cleary 
Prep D ï Deeon Toogood (Deeon comes to us from   
  Healesville Primary School) 
 
1/2 A ï  Vikki Athey (Vikki has worked at our school as a student 
  teacher for the past two years) 
1/2 B ï  Sophie Young 
1/2 C ï  Jess Howie 
1/2 D ï  Rachel Cantwell  
 
3/4 A ï  Fiona Eckhardt  
3/4 B ï Katie MacDonald (Katie comes to us from Park  
  Ridge Primary School) 
3/4 C ï  Ashley Shanks (Ashley comes to us from Gembrook  
  Primary School) 
3/4 D ï  Lisa Syme    
 
5/6 A ï  Jess White 
5/6 B ï  Bonnie McKercher (Bonnie has worked at our   
  school throughout 2018) 
5/6 C ï  Sara-Jane Vaughan  
 



о 

Continuedéé. 

P/E ï    Ashley Gibbons 
CHATS ï   Clive McArthur 
German ï   Sandy Walter 
LLI -    Mary Menta 
Teacher Coach -  Jess Wallace  
Teacher Support -  Penelope Harris 
 
 
STEP UP DAY 
On Tuesday of next week we have our step up day where students spend 
most of the day with their teacher and classmates for 2019.  There is a lot of 
excitement across the school and a lot of anticipation for 2019. 
 
Have a great week! 
And remember when life gets a little difficult, escape to the wonderful world of 
a book! 
 

Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 
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In his book óThe Five Love Languagesô author, Gary Chapman, has shed 

light on the fact that human beings give and receive love in five basic 

ways. Every human being has a preferred way that works best for them. 

Actually, if we show them love using a different language then they are 

unlikely to understand that love is being shown.  If we discover our childôs 

love language, then that will provide us with the key to motivate them, as 

thatôs the way they will respond to best. 

The Five Love Languages are: 

Words of Affirmation 

Actions speak louder than words and if this is your childôs love language 

then genuine, heartfelt compliments and words of encouragement, mean 

the world to them. 

Quality Time 

For these children, nothing says I love you more than giving your child 

your undivided attention. Being able to be fully present and really listen 

and show interest in them. 

Receiving Gifts 

This does not mean over indulgence in material óthingsô but rather the 

love and thoughtfulness behind the gift which means the most to these 

children. 

Acts of Service 

The words that these children love to hear are, ñLet me help you/do that 

with you.ò Helping your child with a school project or helping them clean 

their room would mean the world to these children. 

Physical Touch 

Hugs, pats on the back, thoughtful touches on the arm speak volumes to 

these children with this love language.  I am sure that if you think for a 

moment you are likely to be able to recognize the main love language of 

your child. You can sit down together with your child and do the quiz 

together on the following website.  https://www.5lovelanguages.com/

profile/ 

 

When you want to motivate your child, then think in terms of their love 

language. Try incorporating their love language when you want to 

communicate your wish. Tousle their hair as you ask them to do their 

homework, as you give them their favourite afternoon tea.  Spend some 

time hearing about their day, after telling them how impressed you are 

with them, or just after you have helped them with something. Your 

request will be heard whilst they are in a positive mood and feeling loved 

and therefore they are more likely to do as you ask. Longer term, 

continuing to show them love using their preferred love language, will 

strengthen and enhance your relationship. 

 

ñKids go where there is excitement. They stay where there is LOVE.ò 

Zig Ziglar. 

 

Blessings, 

Veronica 

https://www.5lovelanguages.com/profile/
https://www.5lovelanguages.com/profile/
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Apologies,  my photographer had a technical issueé. Editor 
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