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Dear Parents, 
 
One morning last week I looked at the temperature as I was opening the gate 
in the morning and it was -1. Therefore winter is officially here. I would 
encourage all families to ensure they send their children off to school in warm 
clothing. There have been a number of students this week coming to school in 
just a t-shirt which leaves them shivering at recess and lunchtime. Thanks for 
your help with this. 
 
BELIEVE CAMP 
Last week our grade 5/6 girls took part in the Believe camp. It is a feature of 
our school that every year our grade 5/6 boys and girls take part in a gender 
program, educating them on particular issues that come with being a boy or a 
girl in today’s ever changing society. On Thursday the girls had dinner with 
their mums or special friend shared stories and heard from guest speakers. 
Special thanks to Veronica, Andre and the grade 5/6 teachers for organising 
the camp. The boys’ camp has been booked for later on in the year.  
 

STUDENT ‘Voice’ AT WYPS 
Student Voice is a definite priority at our school and recently you will have 
noticed students talking at assembly about the new birthday uniform idea 
which Junior School Council has come up with. All our students are 
encouraged to come up with ideas to improve our school. Any student with an 
idea just needs to go to the fortnightly JSC meetings.  Our parent council will 
soon be looking at a budget to replace some of our aging play equipment. 
Before council does that students will have their say to what they would like. 
 
PHOTOS TAKEN AT SCHOOL EVENTS AND PLACED ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
I would like to remind parents of the issues around taking photos of student 
events at school and then posting them on social media.  
 
Something that a parent may think is an innocent photo may have someone in 
the background that when posted may put a family at risk. In every school 
there are students that have court orders attached to them and are not allowed 
to have photos published because of a range reasons. These reasons are 
always to keep the child safe. Photos that we publish in the newsletter and on 
our website have parent permission.  
 
I ask for your understanding on this matter. 

7th June 2018 
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GRANDPARENT’S DAY/SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY 
The school received lots of positive feedback for our grandparent’s/special 
person’s day. They loved the openness of the school and the positive vibe 
between teachers and students. Having the day as a themed dress up 
day really added to the excitement of the day. It was the biggest turnout 
we have ever had, and I loved watching how excited the children were to 
show their special person their work and their school.  Book sales also 
broke all school records and I would like to thank Cheryl Sinclair and 
Michelle Callaway for putting in so much time and effort into the book fair. 
A big thank you to everyone that was involved in making it such a 
successful day. I would also like to thank the weather for holding off! 
 
TEMPLESTOWE PRIMAY VISIT 
We seem to be getting a visit from other schools almost every week. This 
week we hosted Templestowe Primary School. A special thanks to our 
fantastic teachers who give up their time to demonstrate and teach other 
teachers from other schools so that the success we have here can be 
translated elsewhere. 
 
Have a great week! 
And remember when life gets a little difficult, escape to the wonderful 
world of a book! 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 
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Welcome Everyone!-Wellbeing Report  

Term 2 Dates- 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup –starting back 
Tuesdays1:30-3:00pm 
Breakfast program Tuesday & Thursday-cooking room 
8:15am onwards 
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee in the staffroom 
Interchange sibling club- Thursday 3:10-5:15pm  
Glasses for Kids Eye Testing Program-Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
in the AV room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother Daughter Night & Believe Camp  
Last week we held our popular Mother/Daughter event & Believe Camp for 
our grade 5/6 girls. We went to Jumbunna Lodge at Don Valley, where we 
had a special celebration dinner with our Mothers/Special Friends. The girls 
slept over and we had a dedicated day focused on strengthening girl’s self-
esteem and building resilience. This “Believe Camp,” was made possible 
through the generous sponsorship of: Country Women’s Association-Wandin 
branch and the Open Door Community Church/Monbulk Care Network and 
many other generous businesses and suppliers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jumper Police! 
The kids are getting better! I love hearing grumbles from students that their 
parents are “making them” put on a jumper, so good job parents! Well, it has 
been quite cold lately so I see there has been some improvement.  However, 
don’t assume with older students that they are prepared, I spoke to two boys 
in grade 5/6 who refused to give up wearing shorts as they sat and shivered 
in class.   Little steps parents and keep up that nagging!   



Personal Hygiene Alert 
It’s great to see children using the hand sanitiser outside the girl’s and 
boy’s toilets. This term there has been many viruses spread throughout 
the school and it’s important to keep reminding children about washing 
their hands. Kids are often too busy to value and understand practising 
personal hygiene and I notice them coughing over people and sneezing 
without using a tissue.  Please talk to your children, remind them to 
always wash their hands before eating or preparing food, after going to 
the toilet or playing, and after touching animals or dirty objects. Regular 
baths or showers will help keep your child clean and healthy. Bathing at 
the end of the day can also be part of an enjoyable bedtime routine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  Glasses for Kids Program-Preps-Grade 3 
 
 

I received a phone call asking if we were ready and I can 
say I’ve had 100+ consent forms returned. Sudha the 
optometrist is coming Mon-Wed and you can find her in 
the AV room. All students in Prep through to Grade 3 will 

the opportunity to have their eyes tested and they will be eligible to 
receive a free (bulk-billed to Medicare) comprehensive eye examination, 
which will be conducted at here at school. A qualified optometrist from 
Student Eyecare will undertake the eye examinations and if needed, 
glasses will be dispensed for free (paid by State School Relief). The 
glasses will be sent directly to the school.  Parental consent will be 
required for students to participate in the program. Please speak to me if 
you have any questions.   

 
State School Relief 
We can help families who are experiencing financial hardship 
to purchase school uniform.  Please see me for assistance.   
 
 

 
Parent Education Websites 
There are many websites offering tips to help 
parents manage everyday needs and home 
concerns. The DET website offers parenting 

information on children’s development. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/
families.aspx 
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Lost Property 
This is a shout out for parents to collect lost property. We have a large stock 
pile of lost jumpers in the alcove (in the corridor near the staff room).  Please 
drop by and go through them, if clothing is found around the school it 
eventually makes it way here. Thanks! 
 
Don’t forget about second Hand Uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform donations. 
Thank you to those parents for the donations of spare clothing. We regularly 
assist children with toileting accidents and we are desperate for small sized 
girl’s underwear and socks. We try hard to avoid asking parents to come down 
to change their child so any donations will help out enormously. We also ask 
parents to provide your child with a change of underwear in their bag. All funds 
raised support our school breakfast program. Your generosity allows all our 
children to have a healthy start to the day. Keep them coming! 
 
Intervention Programs & Fast for Word at Home 
Students are thriving in their support programs.  Many classrooms in junior 
school have started Fast for Word  and all students across the school will have 
access to the program.  Our students in Grades 3+ will be able to access the 
program from home and if you would like further information please speak to 
me. Last year the feedback I had from many families was extremely positive, 
that parents were pleased to see their children’s enthusiasm and they were 
motivated at home.   If you would like to know more about our intervention 
programs please talk to staff about your child’s progress at- 
 

¶ LLI 

¶ Quick Smart Literacy 

¶ Quick Smart Numeracy 

Medication  
For children who need medication, our office ladies, Lani, Ellen and Libby or 
the teacher administer treatment. Parents need to bring medication before 
school to the office and complete a medication form.  
 
Attendance 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE ATTENDANCE and 
PUNCTUALITY RATES of our students. It’s fantastic news that parents are 
using COMPASS and I am pleased that parents are calling to explain 
absences. This really helps us as we are able to communicate effectively with 
all relevant staff early in the school day.  Thanks everyone! 
 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup—Tuesday’s 1:30-3:00pm in the Multi-purpose 

Room 

Playgroup Dates & Themes 
12

th
 June-Under the Sea  

19
th

 June-Dinosaurs (last session for the term) 
 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup is open to anyone in the community. We welcome 
all parents and carers to be a part of our group and we appreciate parents 
helping us run the program. We look forward to getting to know you and your 
children over the year so please don’t hesitate in speaking further with our 
Playgroup Team.   
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Resilience Top Tips 
 
Resiliency isn’t necessarily something you’re born with, but it’s a skill 
that certainly can be learned.  
 
Create an emotional support “team.” People who are resilient tend to 
have close relationships with family and friends. These are people who help 
you cope with difficult situations. The first step to becoming more resilient is 
to surround yourself with people who will listen and be supportive, without 
offering judgment.  

Accept that stressful situations occur, but that they aren’t 
insurmountable. What were your biggest problems a year ago? Three 
years ago? Five years ago? Do you even remember? We encounter 
stressful situations all the time, but we usually manage to resolve them or 
they simply disappear. Keep in mind that no matter how large the problem 
that you are facing seems, it isn‘t insurmountable—you will get through it.  

Create goals for your life. Make sure your goals are realistic and 
attainable. If you regularly feel as if you never get anything accomplished or 
reach your goals, it may be because you haven‘t set realistic goals or 
mapped out the steps you need to take to reach them. Take each goal one 
step at a time and focus only on that step until it is completed. You will 
derive a sense of satisfaction and a boost to your self-esteem as you slowly 
continue working toward your goals.  

Focus on your strengths. When working through a problem, many 
people tend to focus on all their failings and the reasons why the task will be 
difficult. Instead, focus on the strengths you have (and we all have strengths) 
and how those strengths will help you work through the problem.  

Know your shortcomings. Just as important as focusing on your 
strengths is recognising your shortcomings. There may be parts of your 
current situation you aren‘t able to fix or deal with on your own. Rather than 
becoming frustrated, reach out to others (your support system) to help you 
solve those parts.  

Learn from your past. You have overcome many obstacles in your life 
up to this point. How did you do it? What strengths did you rely on? Use 
lessons from past challenges to help you get through your current situation.  

Practise optimism. Those who are resilient have an optimistic view of 
life. If you tend to take a negative, pessimistic view of things, practise 
changing your thoughts to look at the bright side. Remind yourself to shift 
your thoughts to be more positive and optimistic.  
 
Primary Wellbeing Officer, 
Andre Campbell 
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‘Community’ and ‘Connection’ are two things that I feel very passionate 

about.  I just love being part of a school that I believe really values and 

helps to encourage these things to happen. There is no doubt in scientific 

literature, that being connected to others is a protective factor for our 

social and emotional health and wellbeing.  

 

This is why we have programs like Breaky Club twice a morning, our 

weekly Parent Morning Tea on a Tuesday morning and our weekly Woori 

Wallabies Playgroup. So much happens at Breaky Club where we 

encourage our older students to help our younger students. We also 

encourage students of any age to work towards becoming a ‘Breakfast 

Monitor’ where we support them in helping in any way they can. They are 

then awarded a special badge which they proudly wear to show that they 

have earnt this. I love Breaky Club for these and other reasons and for 

helping our students to have a purpose and feel connected to others. 

 

Last week I was amazed at how many special visitors we had for 

‘Grandparent’s & Special Friend’s Day.’ Our school was ‘a buzz’ with so 

many friends and relatives being shown around our school and visiting 

classrooms. Students were so happy to have other adults in their lives 

showing an interest in their education. Community and Connections were 

certainly happening and it was great to see. 

 

We also held our annual Mother/Daughter Night last Thursday up at 

Jumbunna Lodge. I am so grateful to have had the support of the Wandin 

Golden Opportunity Shop, who see the value in this experience for our 

grade 5/6 girls and their mums or special friends. They know that 

strengthening social connections is important and invest in making this 

possible through a very generous donation to sponsor this event. A 

special time is created for mums and daughters to celebrate together, 

mums to connect with other mums and the girls to strengthen their 

friendships with each other.  

 

I guess it is being mindful of things we can all do to facilitate healthy 

connections within our school community. Connections that encourage 

and build each other up. Connections that are created to provide 

supportive and caring relationships. Can I please encourage you to make 

that step to ‘connect’ into our vibrant school community.  If you would like 

some support to help to make this happen, please have a chat to one of 

our friendly staff members. 

 

Blessings, 

Veronica 
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Help Needed for ‘Days for Girls’ Australia 

 

Days for Girls is a not for profit organization creating a better future for girls by providing 

advocacy, reproductive health education and sustainable feminine hygiene products. 

Without access to these products, girls in many countries in the developing world can 

miss up to 8 months of school every 3 years and are much more likely to drop out alto-

gether.  

 

A Days for Girls kit lasts for 3 years and allows a girl to attend school every day of every 

month. 
  

How can you help? 

The following items are needed: 

Flannelette fabric 

High cut or low-rise undies (women’s size 8 -14) or (girls size 10 -16) 

Face washers 

Hercules double zip bags 

Funds 

Please give your donations to Veronica the School Chaplain 
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Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

  
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 
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