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Dear Parents, 
 
Last week was a big week for our school with so many different things 
happening all at once, I thank all our parents for their understanding when the 
school is so busy, especially with our car park issues. 
 
VISIT FROM COBRAM P.S. 
The Department of Education is often asked by schools that are trying to 
improve their teaching and learning, where they can visit to see good teaching 
practice. This is why we are constantly hosting teachers from other schools. 
Last week five teachers came all the way from Cobram P.S. to spend the day 
with our Prep teachers. They were amazed at what our prep students are 
already doing and learnt a lot from watching our teachers in action, which they 
hope to copy for their school. Next term we are hosting Bimbadeen Heights 
P.S. 
 
STEPS WINNERS FOR TERM ONE! 
The following students are our class winners on the steps board and will be 
having morning tea in my office to celebrate in the first week of term two. 
Congratulations to these students who have certainly demonstrated our values 
of high expectations and respect. 
 
Teahn Nelson  Prep A 66 steps 
Mila Robertson  Prep B 56 steps 
Millie Wotherspoon  Prep C 64 steps 
Ruby Hannaford  1/2A  63 steps 
Flynn Pritchard  1/2B  65 steps 
Riley Livesay   1/2B  65 steps 
Cooper Uren   1/2C  82 steps  
Emma Hade   1/2D  91 steps (our school leader) 
Cooper Corless  3/4A  82 steps 
Olivia Hyndman  3/4B  83 steps 
Georgia Van Der Zwart 3/4C  78 steps 
Emily Tanner   5/6A  78 steps 
Jess Norris   5/6B  58 steps 
Emily Van Der Vlugt  5/6C  60 steps  
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Continued éé 
 

OXFAM TRAILWALKER 
Once again this year we are continued our excellent relationship with 
Oxfam by allowing our school to be a checkpoint for the event. This event 
is a fundraiser for our school, but as an event is also a high profile 
international fundraising event. 
I would like to thank all the parents and students that helped out at our 
BBQ but a special big thank you to Kellie Scott who put in countless hours 
of work to organise and man the BBQ. Without Kellie and the support of 
Mrs Menta the fundraiser would not have gone ahead. We are so lucky to 
have selfless parents like Kellie at our school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSE SPORTS 
Our house sports day was a wonderful success this year especially 
considering it didnôt rain, congratulations to Barak having their first ever 
victory in the sports. The day was sports bonanza with lots of students 
receiving ribbons for their efforts. A big thank you to our P/E teacher Ash 
Gibbons for organising the sports. 
 
GRADE 3-6 ATHLETICS 
Last Friday we had our Grade 3-6 Athletics day which was also a big 
success. There were many highlights on the day, but our new sport 
uniforms were the talk of the network. Unfortunately the only downside is 
that our 5/6 students looked so good, that we will now have to do some 
more fundraising to purchase more tops for our 3/4 students. 
I visited through the day and was very impressed with the positive attitude 
and great sportsmanship of our students.  
Thank you to our teachers and particularly Ash Gibbons and all of the 
parents who helped out on the day and ensured that the day went 
smoothly for our school. 
 
2019 SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING 
Last Wednesday we ran a night for prospective families looking to enrol 
their child at WYPS in 2019. In short it was a great night! There were 
many great comments made by perspective families, but the one I liked 
the most was; how invested in our school all our teachers are. Which is 
true, we all care so much about our school and the success of all of our 
students.  
Nearly all of the families who came on the night are new to our school and 
we had a great turn out. 
Prospective parents got to hear from our school captains, watched a video 
prepared by our media team and were able to go on school tours with the 
staff member, or school captain of their choice.  
 
 



 
 
On Monday we were very fortunate to be able take all our grade 6 leaders 
to the Halogen National Young Leaders conference at the Melbourne 
Conference Centre.  The day was made possible by Veronica, our 
chaplain, who secured funding to cover the cost of the conference and 
transport for each student, without her amazing work we would not have 
been able to offer this experience to our students. The students travelled 
by train, where they behaved perfectly, offering their seats to others and 
being respectful at all time. They navigated the streets of Melbourne like 
they do it every day, our students from the Valley looked very at home in 
the city.  
The conference was incredible, the speakers taught our students so much 
about leadership skills and qualities.   
Well done to all our student leaders for representing our school is such a 
beautiful way. 
Mrs Harris о 

END OF TERM 

A reminder that on Thursday the school day finishes at 2:30pm and brings 

term 1 to an end. As we do each year we will be having an assembly at 

2:15pm on Thursday to hold our Easter raffle. Hopefully you can make it 

along and win some goodies, which is always a great way to start the 

holidays. Last year there were so many prizes it was if everyone won some 

chocolate.  

  

EASTER 

I hope you have a wonderful, relaxing Easter holiday break with family and 

friends. 

  

And remember when the world is getting too hectic, escape to the wonderful 

world of a book! 

  

Thank you to all for a wonderful term, 

 

Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 

 

 

 

Thanks Mel & Sean for bringing 

Noodle in for a visit today!  
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On Monday the 25
th
 of March, The school leaders got to attend The National 

Young Leaders Day. In 1997 the first National Young Leaders Day was held, 

it is to inspire young leaders to lead by example and inspire them to do great 

things no matter their circumstances. The speakers for the day were 

Cosentino, John Coutis, Harrison Craig and Gemma Triscari. 

 
Cosentino spoke of his magic and illusions. He spoke of how he had to 

overcome his learning disabilities, only learning to read at the age of 12. He 

also spoke of how he was in his local library and stumbled across a book full 

of famous magicians. On one of the pages he found the famous escape 

artist Houdini. As soon as he saw Houdini do these escape tricks he knew 

right away that he wanted to be an escape artist. He flipped to the back of 

the book and saw Adult magic tricks that he then tried and fell in love with 

illusions and magic. One thing that really stuck with me was when he said 

ñYou need to have creativity to be able to achieve your goalsò. 

 
John Coutis is an inspirational speaker. When he was young he was bullied 

quite a bit because his legs were going in the opposite direction. One day 

after he got teased, he asked his parents if he could have his legs removed. 

He had the surgery done and has grown to be an inspirational speaker going 

around the country telling people ñIts ok to be differentò and ñTreat people 

the way you wish to be treatedò. 

 
Harrison Craig was the winner of The Voice season 2. When he was young, 

he was bullied because of the way he spoke, he had a stutter. One day 

Harrison decided he wanted to conquer his stutter. He then got into music 

and singing and discovered not only his passion for singing but that it was 

helping with his stutter. He asked people about their dreams and how they 

are going to accomplish them. We were treated to a beautiful song. ñNo 

matter what your challenge is, you can achieve your dreamsò. 

 
Gemma Triscari is a WBBL cricket player and a school teacher. She talked 

about E=O4C which means Error equals opportunities for correction. She 

explained this as failure can help you learn. She told us to always be 

yourself and never give up. She always talked about growth mind and fixed 

mind. Growth mind meant you have to be ready to fail and donôt worry about 

it because error is opportunities for correction. Fixed mind is being scared 

and not prepared to take it on, being fixed on only one thing. ñOwning our 

story can be hard, but not nearly as difficult as spending our lives running 

from itò. 

 
The day was really great. Everybody felt inspired as soon as we walked out 

of the room. My reflection is always be yourself, donôt change yourself just 

because you think people will like you more and there are going to be ups 

and downs but its how you respond to the situation that will make it positive 

or negative. 

 
Thank you to Mrs Harris and Veronica for organising the funding for the day 

and taking us. 

 
Alex McFarlane  
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On Monday the school leaders attended the Halogen Young leaders 
conference at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
 
We saw Cosentino whoôs an author and magician, Gemma Triscari whoôs a 
fast bowler for Australia and plays for the womenôs cricket team the 
Melbourne Stars, John Coutis who speaks to millions of people world wide 
with no lower part of his body and Harrison Craig who is a singer and award 
winner of The Voice. 
 
All the stories were inspiring, but the one that stood out most to me was 
Cosentino who was a troubled child with his reading and self esteem. He 
could not read anything until he was 12 years old and what helped him learn 
to read was magic tricks. One day he was in the library looking for books 
with his mum and wandered into the picture story books section where he 
stumbled on a book full of famous magicians. His mum read the book to him 
and then he decided he wanted to become a magician. He read books on 
how to do tricks, but the instructions were hard to get around, so he 
practised and practised and then slowly he began to read the words. 
 
Cosentino is now touring Australia showing his amazing tricks, he has a 
warehouse where he makes his own tricks. I love this story, because not 
only is it inspiring, but it really did feel like magic! 
 
Jena Schaak 
School Captain  
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Hasnôt this term flown by so quickly!  It has been great getting to know 

some of the new families to the school and getting involved in the many 

opportunities that are available at our school. I just love seeing our 

young students getting involved where they can and rising up to be 

responsible, capable and caring young people. They are all so amazing! 

 

A couple of recent things that I have had the privilege to help support 

was the Oxfam BBQ on the weekend. I arrived at 7am Saturday 

morning to find that a team of parents and children had already been 

there at the school since 4am, when most of us still had our heads on a 

pillow having sweet dreams. A couple of our grade 6 leaders were 

taking orders and receiving payment and were doing so very capably. 

Although óworkingô they seemed to be having a great time and were 

happy to serve and support their school. 

 

Monday this week, Mrs Harris and I took 18 of our grade 6 leaders to 

the Halogen National Young  Leaders Day at the Melbourne Convention 

Centre, where our school blended into the colour of 4,000 students in 

their school uniforms. Our school is very grateful for the wonderful 

support offered by community group,  Inner Wheel, who provided the 

funds for our leaders to attend. Halogen Australia exists to inspire and 

influence a generation of young people to lead themselves and others 

well.  

 

One of the key note speakers, John Coutis, shared his journey of being 

severely bullied when at school just because he is different. John has 

no lower limbs and gets around on a skate board. He spoke of how 

important it is to have strong foundations in life and how this is provided 

through the love and support of the family. He said that through his 

many challenges , he had to find courage and strength inside. He 

offered two main points to the audience. 

Always follow the Golden Rule. 

ñTreat people the way you would like to be treated.ò 

Know what is RIGHT, Know what is WRONG. Itôs your choice. 

 

It was a memorable day of inspiration and motivation for us all to do 

what we can to change our world for the better and be a light to others. 

To find our purpose, direction and strength and then to move forward 

towards this goal. 

 

I hope that you all have a wonderful break over the school holidays and 

enjoy the special time you get to share with your families. Make these 

precious moments count! 

Blessings, 
Veronica 

Parents! 

 

There are loads of 

unclaimed lost 

items at school.  

Please come in and 

have a search for 

your childôs items 

 

Any unclaimed 

clothing will be 

recycled by 

Veronica through 

our second hand 

uniform initiative. 

 

 



Welcome Everyone!-Wellbeing Report  

Term 2 Dates- 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup ïstarting back Tuesday 24

th
 April  

1:30-3:00pm 
Breakfast program Tuesday & Thursday-cooking room  
8:15am onwards 
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee in the staffroom 
Interchange sibling club- Thursday 3:10-5:15pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Week 9-End of Term Already! 
This term itôs been great getting to know families and helping to set our 
students up for success.  An enormous amount of care and planning has been 
invested in our students and itôs satisfying to see how settled our children are 
in their learning. The team of staff at Woori Yallock ranging from the leadership 
team, teachers, integration aides, office ladies, Veronica, Dawn and Before/
After School Care team are some of the faces familiar to you yet there are 
others quietly behind scenes working towards the common goals of getting the 
best out of your child. This includes the specialist professionals including 
Simone Turner family psychologist, DET speech pathologist and psychologist, 
Occupational Therapists and our mentors.   
 
 
During the holidays keep in mind that everyday activities can be fun learning 
opportunities. Pretending, creating and helping allows your child to discover 
new things. 
¶ Let your childôs imagination run wild! Encourage them to play dress ups or 
pretend to be a favourite character. Ask them tell you about it!  

¶ What meals can you and your child prepare together? Cooking teaches 
about healthy food, numbers and measurement, science, sharing and new 
words.  

¶ Read with your child every chance you get, words are everywhere! Talk 
about signs, food labels, and always keep a book handy. Encourage your 
child to draw or tell stories about things that they see around them. 

 
Thanks everyone for a great term and I hope you all have a safe and relaxing 
Easter! 
 
 
 

т 



у 

Technology Literacy  

Many of our younger children are using technology at home and I 

would like to encourage parents to be aware of using the privacy 

settings especially when using social networking sites.  

  

The Internet is a wonderful place for children to learn and have fun, but 

there are also dangers, and it is important that children are safe while 

online.  Here at Woori Yallock Primary School we are committed to on-

going education about safe and responsible online behaviours and this 

is best imparted in partnership with parents and guardians.  Itôs vital 

that children learn to be safe and responsible for the use of digital 

technologies including computers, net books, IPADôs, phones, 

cameras etc. We would like to encourage parents to work with us and 

reassure this behaviour at home. 

 

 When children use the school's internet 
connection there are several safeguards in place 
to ensure that inappropriate material is not 
allowed through, so that the children can enjoy 

using the internet safely. 
 
If your child has access to the internet at home, we strongly advise you 
to take a look at the link to the ACMA website, www.cybersmart.gov.au 
which offers advice, information and resources to help you find out 
more about how to keep your child safe online. The ACMA has a 
number of education resources for use in schools and at home. 
 
Parent Education Websites 
There are many websites offering tips to help parents manage 
everyday needs and home concerns. The DET website offers 
parenting information on childrenôs development. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/
families.aspx 
 

State School Relief 
We can help families who are experiencing financial 
hardship to purchase school uniform.  Please see me for 
assistance.   
 
How Much Sleep Do Children Need? 

Babies: at least 15 hours sleep and up to 20 when they are very young 
Toddlers & Pre-schoolers (1 - 5): about 12 to 14 hours sleep 
Primary School: about 10 to 12 hours sleep 
High School: at least 8 hours but up to 10 hours sleep 
 

Inspiro School Dental Visit 
 
Inspiro is a local health care provider based in Lilydale 
offering dental services to adults and children in the Yarra 
Ranges. It was great having the Inspiro Team out last 
week screening our students. In total 115 children were 
seen and I was impressed that many students  have great 
habits established when it comes to oral hygiene. 
 

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/families.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/families.aspx


I would like to encourage all families to follow through with regular dental 
check-ups. If students missed out here at school please call the clinic to 
arrange an appointment- 9738 8801 (17 Clarke Street, Lilydale) and/or visit 
the Inspiro website at www.inspiro.org.au for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head lice outbreak  
Live head lice were found in the upper grades and nits were treated in the 
junior school so parents need to be vigilant and screen their childrenôs hair. 
We encourage families to always inform the office or tell your childôs teacher 
when you treat your child and lice alert notes will be sent home. Please take 
advantage of the holidays and thoroughly check your children.    I will book the 
Shire of Yarra Ranges School Nurse to screen all our students on early next 
term.  Reminder-any child found with live lice will be excluded from 
school until they are treated.   
 
Please remember if any parents have any questions or need advice about 
head lice and treatment options please call the Shire of Yarra Ranges-School 
Nurse on Tel: 1300 368 333. The School Nurse (Julie) will call you back 
and assist you with any queries. Through our screening process it appears to 
be an ongoing issue where some children identified are not being treated 
effectively. The only way to stop lice from reinfesting is to stop their cycles, so 
repeat treatment and removal of the eggs is your only option. 
 
One popular treatment method is- 
¶ Smother dry hair with conditioner. 
¶ Leave for 20 minutes-this apparently stuns live lice. 
¶ Comb through hair from the scalp to the hair ends with a fine toothed comb 
and wipe on paper towel to remove lice and eggs. Do this thoroughly and 
repeat procedure until no lice or eggs are detected. 

¶ Following this treatment, daily check hair carefully. 
¶  
Treat and check your child 7 days later however, get into the habit of 
screening your child every week. 

Remember, if you find head lice in your family please tell anyone who has had 
head to head contact with the family member. 

Can I prevent further outbreaks? 
Unfortunately not! Something of a fact of life, nits and head lice are just one of 
those things, but you can take the small precaution of tying back long hair as 
this reduces the chances of contact between your child's hair and that of an 
infested head of hair. The main thing to remember is that early detection is 
vital and may help you avoid passing the problem around the family and 
having to resort to a more radical, chemical treatment to get rid of the 
infestation. If your child has just got over head lice remember that regular 
checking for some time after is a sound way of preventing further outbreaks. 

ф 
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Medication  
For children who need medication our Office ladies, 
Lani, Ellen and Libby administer treatment. At 
required times students are called up to come to 
the Office to have their medicine.   Parents need to 
bring medication before school to the Office and 
inform staff of the action needed.  
 
 
School Nurse Visit Coming Up  
Sarah Torsello, the School Health Nurse will be 
visiting the school next term.  If you or your childôs 

teacher has concerns about your childôs health or development, your child 
can be referred to the school nurse at any time.  Generally, parents may 
have vision or hearing concerns and Sarah can screen children. Please 
see me for further information and a referral form.   
 
Attendance & Absences 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE ATTENDANCE 
and PUNCTUALITY RATES of our students. We encourage all parents to 
call the office when your child is going to be away. Also a note explaining 
their absence is required. 
 
Donôt forget about second Hand Uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform donations. 
Thank you to those parents for the donations of spare clothing. We 
regularly assist children with toileting accidents and we are desperate for 
small sized girlôs underwear and socks. We try hard to avoid asking 
parents to come down to change their child so any donations will help out 
enormously. We also ask parents to, provide your child with a change of 
underwear in their bag. All funds raised support our school breakfast 
program. Your generosity allows all our children to have a healthy start to 
the day. Keep them coming! 
 
 
Swimming Program Highlights! 
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Woori Wallabies Playgroup Easter Fun!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woori Wallabies Playgroup is open to anyone in the community. 
We welcome all parents and carers to be a part of our group and 
we appreciate parents helping us run the program. We look forward 
to getting to know you and your children over the year so please 
donôt hesitate In speaking further with our Playgroup Team.   
 

 
Our school proudly has a partnership with Interchange 
where we support a sibling respite program in the cooking 
room on Thursdayôs afterschool.  
 
INTERCHANGE OUTER EAST (IOE) is a non-profit, com-

munity based organisation which supports families who have a child or 
young person with a disability, living in Melbourneôs outer eastern re-
gions of Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges. 
 
Through offering a range of programs and services, Interchange opens 
opportunities to families and allows them the choice of how this support 
is provided. If you are looking for further information or you know some-
one here in the Yarra Valley please see me or contact- 
 
Yarra Valley office 
Coordinators: Heather Sayer  
Address: Yarraburn Centre, 1 Park Rd, Yarra Junction 
Phone: (03) 59672433      
 
Kerryôs Retirement & Rachelôs Wedding Celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Wellbeing Officer-Andre Campbell 
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Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

  
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 
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